VZCZCXR00504 
00  RUEHPB  RUEHPT 
DE  RUEHBY  #0487  1420239 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
O 220239Z  MAY  09 
FM  AMEMBASSY  CANBERRA 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  1532 

INFO  RUEHBK/AMEMBASSY  BANGKOK  2109 

RUEHBJ/AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  9479 

RUEHHI /AMEMBASSY  HANOI  1864 

RUEH JA/ AMEMBASSY  JAKARTA  5447 

RUE HKL /AMEMBASSY  KUALA  LUMPUR  2586 

RUEHPB /AMEMBASSY  PORT  MORESBY  2009 

RUEHUL/AMEMBASSY  SEOUL  9806 

RUE HGP / AMEMBAS S Y SINGAPORE  1734 

RUEHSV/AMEMBASSY  SUVA  1551 

RUE HKO /AMEMBASSY  TOKYO  3546 

RUEHWL/AMEMBASSY  WELLINGTON  5795 

RUEHBN/AMCONSUL  MELBOURNE  6365 

RUEHPT/AMCONSUL  PERTH  4629 

RUEHDN/AMCONSUL  SYDNEY  4588 

RUEAHLC/DEPT  OF  HOMELAND  SECURITY  CENTER  WASHINGTON  DC 
RHEHAAA/THE  WHITE  HOUSE  WASHINGTON  DC 
RHHMUNA/HQ  USPACOM 

UNCLAS  CANBERRA  000487 

SENSITIVE 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  H1N1  MONITORING  GROUP,  AIAG  FOR  WINN;  STATE 
PLEASE  PASS  DHHS 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  KFLU  AEMR  ASEC  CASC  KFLO  TBIO  KSAF  KPAO  PREL 
PINR , AMGT,  MG,  AS 

SUBJECT:  TFFLU01  AUSTRALIA  H1N1  SITREP  MAY  22,  2009 

REF:  A.  SECSTATE  42324 

IB.  SECSTATE  41745 

IC.  CANBERRA  415 

ID.  CANBERRA  419 

IE.  CANBERRA  448 

11.  (SBU)  The  following  is  the  latest  SITREP  covering 
Australia's  response  to  the  H1N1  outbreak. 

12.  (SBU)  Government  Response:  Australia  has  experienced  a 
spike  in  confirmed  cases  over  the  last  48  hours.  Following  a 
period  of  nearly  two  weeks  with  only  one  confirmed  case,  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Ageing  has  confirmed  10  new  cases 
since  May  20.  This  includes  one  case  that  was  directly 
infected  in  Australia,  as  part  of  a four-case  family  cluster. 
Cases  have  been  confirmed  in  New  South  Wales,  South 
Australia,  and  Victoria.  Positive  confirmation  is  expected 
May  22  for  at  least  one  case  in  Tasmania.  The  federal 
government  has  not  changed  its  posture  on  border  screening, 
contact  tracing,  or  provision  of  prophylaxis  and  seven-day 
quarantine  for  suspected  cases.  No  new  travel  alerts  have 
been  issued.  State  health  authorities  have  closed  one 
primary  school  in  Victoria,  for  the  remainder  of  this  week  as 
a precautionary  measure.  New  South  Wales  police  reported  on 
May  21  that  fake  H1N1  warning  signs,  carrying  the  logos  of 
Department  of  Health  and  Ageing,  Attorney  General's 
Department,  US  CDC  and  the  WHO,  have  been  found  in  Sydney. 

The  signs  reportedly  say  "H1N1  (Swine  Influenza)  has  been 
detected  in  this  area." 

13.  (SBU)  Case  Count:  Since  the  outbreak  of  H1N1,  Australia 

has  investigated  a total  of  632  suspect  cases,  and  confirmed 
10  H1N1  cases.  29  cases  remain  under  investigation  as  of  May 
122  . 

14.  (SBU)  Post  Actions:  Post  continues  to  monitor  the  H1N1 

situation  in  Australia. 

15.  (SBU)  Consular  Issues:  As  of  May  22,  there  are  no 

reported  consular  issues  involving  H1N1. 


1[6 . (SBU)  Public  Diplomacy:  The  expansion  of  confirmed  cases 

of  H1N1  garnered  some  media  attention  over  the  period  May 
20-22,  but  H1N1  is  not  a leading  media  topic. 

CLUNE 


